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intensity. This is simply another manifestation of com-
munalism in general, which we have already discussed. It
is not religiously significant, except in so far as it shows that
communal friction is not a result of basic Hindu-Muslim
differences, but would flourish in India under present condi-
tions even if all the inhabitants adhered to a single faith.
Organizationally, therefore, the Shi'ah is to some extent
a distinct group, even for modern affairs. There is an All-
India Shi'ah Conference : a non-political organization that
attends to orphanages, questions of waqf, and the like.
There are modern Shi'ah schools and colleges. Politically,
some Shi'i individuals are members of the Muslim League,
though the League has no separate Shi'ah section; the only
important Shi'ah political body has been, as we have noted
elsewhere11, mildly pro-Congress.
Religiously, on the other hand, Shi'ah separateness is
traditional only. We have not given the Shi'ah group
separate treatment in our study of the changes wrought in
Islam by modern social processes, because there is nothing
in the differences between Sunn! aud Shi'i fundamentally
relevant to those processes. The two groups diverge over
what answers are to be given to questions which to-day do
not arise.
We content ourselves, therefore, with observing that as
far as religious development is concerned, the Shi'ah has
shown precisely the same trends as have the Muslims
generally; only, as a group, it has developed more slowly.
Distinctively Shi'ah publications contain the same sort of
material as any other, but many years later. The Shi'ah
has a liberalism, but it is less liberal. For instance, lives of
Muhammad retain rather more of the miraculous; the
challenge of modern science is felt, but less keenly; etc.
Incidentally, it is sometimes the life of 'all, rather than
of Muhammad, that is presented anew in liberal terms.
The reason for the belated development of the Shi'ah as
a group, is simple. The really advanced individuals among
them have been advanced enough and broad-minded enough
to take their places in the development, whether progressive